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Sir: 




PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT UNDER RULE 115 

This is a preliminary amendment under 37 CFR §1.115 for the 
accompanying continuation application filed pursuant to 35 USC §120, 37 CFR 
§1 .53(b) and §1 .78(a). 

The parent application (Serial No. 09/454,834) is pending; and its 
remaining claims (claims 11 -40) are expected to soon issue as a separate U.S. 
Patent. Original claims 1-10 (of Serial No. 09/454,834) are the subject of this 
continuation application. 
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Please amend the present continuation application as follows. 



IN THE SPECIFICATION : 

In the specification of the above- identified continuation patent 
application, immediately before the first sentence following the title, please add 
all of the following. 

"This is a continuation application under 37 CFR §1 .53(b) and 
§ 1.78(a) of U.S. Application Ser. No. 09/454,834 filed December 
6, 1999, the benefit of which is now claimed for purposes of 
priority pursuant to 35 USC §120." 



IN THE CLAIMS : 

In this continuation application, please cancel each of claims 3, 7 
and 11 -40 without prejudice; and please amend each of claims 1 , 2, 4 and 8-10 
as follows. 



1 . A transfer sheet, including: 
a carrier sheet; 

a colored pattern printed on a surface of said carrier sheet using at 
least one digitally controlled color printer; and 

a layer of white colored material printed over at least the colored 
pattern using the digitally controlled color printer. 
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2. (Amended) A transfer sheet, including: 
a carrier sheet; 

a colored pattern printed on a surface of said carrier sheet using at 
least one digitally controlled color printer; and 

a layer of white colored nnaterial printed over at least the colored 
pattern using the digitally controlled color printer, further including a layer of 
glue positioned over at least said layer of white colored material, wherein said 
layer of glue includes a heat activatable thermoplastic polymeric glue. 

Please Cancel Claim 3 

4. (Amended) A transfer sheet, including: 
a carrier sheet; 

a colored pattern printed on a surface of said carrier sheet using at 
least one digitally controlled color printer; and 

a layer of white colored material printed over at least the colored 
pattern using the digitally controlled color printer, wherein said colored pattern 
includes: 

a first layer of colored material; and 

a second layer of colored material, with said first layer of colored 
material being of a different color than said second layer of colored material. 

Please Cancel Claim 7. 

8. (Amended) A transfer sheet according to claim 2, wherein said 
layer of glue is printed over said layer of white colored material by using the 
digitally controlled color printer. 
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9. (Amended) A transfer sheet, including: 
a carrier sheet; 

a colored pattern printed on a surface of said carrier sheet using at 
least one digitally controlled color printer; and 

a layer of white colored material printed over at least the colored 
pattern using the digitally controlled color printer, wherein said layer of white 
colored material Includes a toner material. 

10. (Amended) A transfer sheet, including: 
a carrier sheet; 

a colored pattern printed on a surface of said carrier sheet using at 
least one digitally controlled color printer; and 

a layer of white colored material printed over at least the colored 
pattern using the digitally controlled color printer, further including a transparent 
layer printed on the surface of said carrier sheet with said colored pattern being 
printed thereover. 

Please cancel claims 1 1-40 without prejudice. 
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Remarks 

The claims presently before the Patent Office are claims 1 , 2, 4-6 

and 8-10. 

Present claims 2, 4, 9 and 10 have each been amended to 
distinguish the claimed invention from prior art cited and discussed by the 
examiner in Paper No. 7 of the priority document (Serial No. 09/454,834), which 
is a pending application that is soon expected to issue. 

In particular, present claim 2 has been amended to incorporate 
subject matter of original claims 1 , 2 and 7; present claim 4 has been amended 
to incorporate subject matter of original claims 1 and 4; present claim 9 has 
been amended to incorporate subject matter of original claims 1 and 9; and 
present claim 1 0 has been amended to incorporate subject matter of original 
claims 1 and 10. No new matter has been added. 

Claims 3 and 7 were each canceled without prejudice. Present 
claim 8 has been amended to change claim dependency from claim 7 (now 
canceled) to present claim 2. 

For continuity purposes pursuant to 35 USC §112 and 37 CFR 
§1 .51(b), claim 1 links the priority document (Ser. No. 09/454,834 filed 12/6/99) 
to the present application. 

WO 97/21867 to Franke 

In Paper No. 7 of the parent application (Ser. No. 09/454,834), the 
PTO rejected original claims 1-10 under 35 USC §1 02(b) over WO 97/21867 to 
Franke for reasons stated on page 2. In particular, the PTO wrote: 
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"Franke discloses a transfer sheet including a carrier sheet; a 
one- or multi-colored pattern printed on the carrier sheet using a 
digitally controlled color printer; a transparent or white-pigmented 
layer printed configuratively by silk screen printing on the pattern; 
a layer of glue positioned over at least said white-pigmented layer 
or the transparent or white-pigmented layer includes an 
adhesive." 

In connection with the above-quoted language, please refer to page 2 of Paper 
No. 7; and also please refer to page 3 of Paper No. 5 of the parent application 
(Ser. No. 09/454,834). 

The Present Claims 

The present claims are distinguishable over WO 97/21867 to 
Franke. Present claim 2 has been amended to recite, inter alia, that the layer 
of glue (positioned over the layer of white colored material) includes a heat 
activatable thermoplastic polymeric glue. Support may, e.g., be found in the 
application at page 5, line 27 through page 6, line 3; at page 14, lines 9-18; and 
at page 17, lines 24-25. Present claim 4, amended to incorporate original claim 
1 , recites, inter alia, that the colored pattern (in general) recites first and second 
layers of different colors. Support may, e.g., be found in the application at page 
5, line 27 through page 6, line 3; at page 7, line 26 through page 8, line 5; and, 
e.g., at page 9, lines 7-9. Present claim 9, amended to Incorporate original 
claim 1 , recites, inter alia, that the layer of white colored material includes a 
toner material. Support may, e.g., be found in the application at page 5, line 27 
through page 6, line 3; and at page 12, line 26 through page 13, line 6. Present 
claim 10, amended to incorporate original claim 1, recites, inter alia, a further 
included transparent layer printed on the surface of the carrier sheet with the 
colored pattern being printed thereover. Support may, e.g., be found in the 
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patent specification at page 5, line 27 through page 6, line 3; and at page 18, 
lines 22-27. 

Closing Statements 

In view of the above, it is believed that the above-discussed claims 
presently before the Patent Office are patentably distinguishable over WO 
97/21867 to Franke. 

Upon reviewing the above remarks, if the examiner is persuaded 
that this continuation application and its present claims 2, 4-6 and 8-10 are, in 
general, In condition for allowance, then the examiner may telephone the 
undersigned to propose canceling claim 1 via examiner's amendment or via 
documents prepared by the undersigned and which may be sent to the PTO via 
facsimile, if such would expedite allowance of the above-identified other claims. 

Moreover, because all general requirements under not only 35 USC 
§112 but also 37 CFR §1 .51 (b) and §1 .53(b) appear to have been satisfied, it is 
further believed that the present continuation application appears to be in 
condition for allowance. 

Accordingly, an early action to that effect is respectfully solicited. 
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The applicant respectfully solicits the Examiner's consideration of 



the above Identified amendments and remarks, and allowance of all the claims 
pending in the application. If the Examiner believes personal contact would be 
helpful for disposition of the case, the Examiner is hereby requested to contact 
applicants' representative Jerome D. Drabiak at (716) 422-4114, Rochester, 
New York. 



RFC/cas 

November 2, 2001 

Xerox Corporation 
Xerox Square 20A 
Rochester, New York 14644 



Respectfully submitted, 





Jerome D. Drabiak 
Attorney for Applicant(s) 
Registration No. 31,011 
(716) 422-44114 
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1 . A transfer sheet, includingT: 
a carrier sheet; 

a colored pattern printed on a surface of said carrier sheet using at 
least one digitally controlled color printer; and 

a layer of white colored material printed over at least the colored 
pattern using the digitally controlled color printer. 

2. (Amended) A transfer sheet according to claim 1 , including: 

M« a carrier sheet; 

a colored pattern printed on a surface of said carrier sheet using at 
!;!! least one digitally controlled color printer; and 

\U a layer of white colored material printed over at least the colored 

fjj pattern using the digitally controlled color printer, f urther including a layer of glue 
positioned over at least said layer of white colored materia l wherein said (aver of 
fIJ glue includes a heat activatable thermoplastic polymeric glue . 



Please Cancel Claim 3 

3. — A transfer shoot accord i ng to claim 1, whoroin said white 
color e d mat e ria l includes an adh e s i ve. 
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4. (Amended) A transfer sheet accord i ng to claim 1 , including: 
a carrier sheet: 

a colored pattern printed on a surface of said carrier sheet using at 
least one digitally controlled color printer: and 

a layer of white colored material printed over at least the colored 
pattern using the digitally controlled color printer, w herein said colored pattern 
includes: 

a first layer of colored material; and 

a second layer of colored material^, with said first layer of colored 
material being of a different color than said second layer of colored material. 

ii sSr 

□ 5. A transfer sheet according to claim 4, wherein said first layer 

and said second layer are printed on said carrier sheet at least partially in 
i lJ superimposed registration with one another. 

6. A transfer sheet according to claim 5, wherein said layer of 
! U white colored material is printed over said first layer and said second layer. 

Please Cancel Claim 7 


7. A transfer shoot according to claim 2, wh e r e in sa i d l ay e r of glu e 
i ncludes a hoat act i vatab le th e rmoplastic po l ymeric g l uo. 



8. (Amended) A transfer sheet according to claim-^_^, wherein 
said layer of glue is printed over said layer of white colored material by using the 
digitally controlled color printer. 
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9. f Amended) A transfer sheet according to claim 1 , including: 
a carrier sheet: 

a colored pattern printed on a surface of said carrier sheet using at 
least one digitally controlled color printer; and 

a layer of white colored material printed over at least the colored 
pattern using the digitally controlled color printer, w herein said layer of white 
colored material includes a toner material. 

1 0. (Amended) A transfer sheet according to cla i m 1 , including: 

a carrier sheet; 

a colored pattern printed on a surface of said carrier sheet using at 
least one digitally controlled color printer: and 

a layer of white colored material printed oyer at least the colored 
pattern using the digitally controlled color printer, f urther including a transparent 
layer printed on the surface of said carrier sheet with said colored pattern being 
printed thereoyer. 

Cancel claims 11 -40 without prejudice, 

11. An apparatus for transferring a co l ored pattern from a carrier 
shoot to a final support materia l , i nclud i ng at loast ono dig i ta l ly controll e d color 
printer for printing the colored pattern on a surface of tho carri e r shoot, said 
printer pr i nting a whito colored material oyor at loast tho colored pattern. 

12. An apparatus according to claim 11 furth e r i nclud i ng a glu o 
app l icator, associated with said printer, for deposit i ng a layer of glue oyor at loast 
tho layor of whito co l ored mator i a l . 
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+3.^ — An apparatus according to cla i m 11, wherein said whit e 
co l orod matorial inc l ud o Q an adhosivo. 

44^ — An apparatus according to clainfi 11, wh o r o in said printer 
pr i nts a first layer of colorod mat o r i a l on tho surface of th e carr i er shoot and a 
second layer of co l orod material w i th the first l ayer of co l or e d mat e rial being of a 
different color than tho second l ayer of co l orod matoria l . 

15. An apparatus according to claim 1 4 , whoroin sa i d pr i nter prints 
th e first l ay e r and th o s o cond l ayer at least partially in superimpos e d r e gistration with 
one another on the carri e r sh ee t. 

— An apparatus according to c l a i m 15, wherein said printer 
pr i nts the layer of white colored mat e r i a l at l east over the f i rst l ay e r and th e 
socond layer. 

4^^ — An apparatus according to cla i m 1 2, w here in sa i d glue 
app li cator i nclud e s a digita ll y control l ed print i ng station, associated with sa i d 
pr i nting machine, for depositing the l ay e r of glu e over th e layer of wh i te colored 
matoria l . 

+8. — An apparatus accord i ng to claim 11, wh e rein said print e r 
inc l udes an oloctrophotographic pr i nting machine. 

+9. — An apparatus according to c l a i m 11, where i n said printer 
inc l udes an i nk j e t print i ng mach i ne. 
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— An apparatUD accord i ng to claim 12, whoroin gluo being 
dopositod by oa i d gluo appl i cator includoo a hoat activatab l o thormoplastic 
po l ymeric gluo. 

21 . An apparatus according to claim 12, furth e r including: 

a device, associated w i th sa i d printer, for advanc i ng the final cupport 
materia l i nto registration w i th the layer of g l ue on the carrier shoot; and 

a transfer device, positioned to receive the carrier sheet hav i ng tho 
final support mat e rial in registration therewith, for apply i ng en e rgy to at le ast said 
carr ie r shoot to transfer and adhere tho wh i te colored mat e ria l having tho colored 
patt e rn thereon to the final support materia l . 

22. An apparatus according to claim 21 , wherein the enorgy being 
applied by sa i d transfer dev i ce i ncludes heat. 

23. An apparatus according to c l a i m 21, wh e rein th o enorgv ^-beiB§ 
app l ied by said transfer device i ncludes pressure. 

2A. An apparatus accord i ng to claim 21, whoroin the final support 
material i nc l udes a fabric. 

— An apparatus accord i ng to claim 11, wh o roin said digitally 
contro l l e d co l or print e r prints a transparent l ayor on th o surface of the carrier 
sh ee t with the color e d pattern b e ing print e d thoreover. 
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26. A mothod of transf e rr i ng a colorod pattern from a carrior ohoot 
to a final support materia l , i ncluding: 

using at l east one dig i ta l ly controlled pr i nter to print tho color o d 
pattern on a surface of the carr i or shoot; and 

print i ng a white colored mater i al over at l east tho colored pattern 
with the d i gita l ly controlled printer. 

27. A method according to c l aim 26, further including app l ying a 
layer of glu e ov e r th e lay e r of wh i te color e d mat e r i al to form an outer lay e r. 

28. A mothod according to claim 26, where i n the wh i te color o d 
material i nc l udes an adhes i ve. 

29. A method according to claim 26, said stop of us i ng i ncludes: 
pr i nting a first l ay e r of colored mater i al on the surfac e of the carri o r 

sheet; and 

print i ng a s e cond layer of co l orod material w i th said first l ayer of 
colored mater i al being of a different color than said second layer of co l ored 
materia l . 

30. A method according to c l aim 29, wherein said stop of us i ng 
includ e s pr i nting tho first layer and the second layer at l east partial l y in 
super i mposed reg i stration with one another. 

31. A method according to cla i m 30, wherein sa i d step of print i ng 
i nc l udes pr i nting the white colored materia l at l east partially in superimposed 
registration w i th the f i rst l ayer and tho second layor. 
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32, A mothod according to claim 27, whoro i n caid stop of applying 
includos using tho d i gital l y controllod printer to print tho layor of glue ovor the 
layor of whit e color e d mat o r i a l . 

33, A mothod according to claim 27, whoroin sa i d stop of app l ying 
inc l udos app l ying a hoat act i vatablo thormop l ast i c polynnoric gluo. 

34, A method according to claim 26, wher ei n said stop of us i ng 
i nc l udes using an o l o ctrophotographic printing machine, 

A method according to claim 31, stop of using an 

oloctrophotograph i c print i ng machine includos printing tho colored pattern with a 
co l or e d toner mator i al. 

36. A mothod according to claim 26, whoro i n said st o p of printing 
i nc l udos printing the wh i t e colored matoria l with a white ton e r materia l . 

37. A method according to claim 26, wherein said step of us i ng 
i ncludes us i ng an I nkjet print i ng machine. 
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38. A mothod accord i ng to c l aim 27, further inc l uding: 
advancing tho fina l support mator i a l i nto r e gistration with tli e lay e r of 

gluQ on tho carrier shoot; and 

app l ying onorgy to at l oast th e carri e r sheet to transfer and adhoro 
th o whit e colored nriatorial hav i ng tho co l ored pattern to tho fina l support nnator i aL 

39. A mothod according to c l aim 38, wherein said energy apply i ng 
stop i nclud e s applying h e at. 

40. A m o thod according to claim 38, wh e r ei n said energy applying 
st e p includ e s app l ying pr e ssur e . 
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